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Kenyon’s ITS will move into Bexley
Trans priest discusses his 
transition, church’s reaction
EVEY WEISBLAT
NEWS ASSISTANT
 Twenty people gathered on 
Wednesday in Rothenberg Hillel 
House to hear Evan Fischer speak 
about his experiences as a transgen-
der clergy member. Fischer is rec-
tor of St. James Episcopal Church 
in Wooster, Ohio, and the first 
Episcopal priest to 
successfully tran-
sition while main-
taining his role in 
the church.                             
“No one else 
has done it be-
fore, I think, in 
the entire Angli-
can communion,” 
Fischer said. Since 
he didn’t know of 
anyone else who transitioned while 
still in a congregation, Fischer said 
“there was no roadmap on how to 
do it.”                                    
Two years ago, when he began 
his transition, Fischer had been 
serving his congregation for 18 
years. By coming out, he risked be-
ing ostracized from the commu-
nity where he felt most at home. “I 
don’t know if I’ve been that scared,” 
he said. “These are the people I’ve 
cared for and loved for 18 years at 
this point.”      
Fischer said that he met private-
ly with members of the congrega-
tion to disclose the news about his 
transition before church on Sun-
day. “The other hard part was on 
Sunday waiting to see who would 
show up again,” he said. “That was 
terrifying, not to know if anybody 
was going to show 
up at church.”               
When students 
asked if he re-
ceived pushback 
from his commu-
nity after coming 
out, Fischer said 
that people out-
side of the church 
were generally 
supportive. “The 
only people I had trouble with were 
members of the congregation,” he 
said. Fischer said that the parish-
ioners who were offended felt his 
transition was a personal slight.     
“They felt betrayed, that I had 
somehow lied to them, that I wasn’t 
who I said I was,” Fischer said. 
“Some people really grieved.”    
A student asked about how the 
church’s reaction affected his emo-
tional well-being. Fisch-
er said that while “not 
A second department after sociology announced that it 
will be replacing its senior exercise with a senior capstone 
next year. The English department will no longer ask non-
honors majors to complete a comprehensive written exam 
in their senior year. 
The faculty made the change in response to a sense that 
the examination format does not provide a “meaningful 
culmination” for students, according to Sarah Heidt, asso-
ciate professor of English and chair of the English depart-
ment. 
Juniper Cruz ’19, an English major, agreed, saying that 
the exam is something of a “counterintuitive” requirement 
for the major.
“I think for a long time, a lot of people said, ‘What is 
the point of having a test for our final when most English 
majors haven’t taken an exam a day in their Kenyon life?’” 
she said.
Hannah Anain ’19, another English major, said she is 
glad to see the department move toward a capstone that 
will emphasize the strengths of its majors. “I think it’s 
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English comps will not include a written exam
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Priest Evan Fischer said he experienced 
some pushback from his congregation.
No one else has 
done it before, I 
think, in the entire angli-
can communion
Evan Fischer
“
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CORRECTIONS
ITS will temporarily move 
into Bexley over the summer 
Bexley Hall has worn many hats 
in its time on campus. Originally, 
the building served as the home for 
the Bexley Hall seminary, Kenyon’s 
former graduate school of divinity, 
according to College Historian and 
Keeper of Kenyoniana Tom Stamp ’73 
in a Sept. 10, 2015 Collegian article. 
In 1968, the seminary separated 
from Kenyon and moved to Roches-
ter, N.Y. It took its library, which had 
been kept in Colburn Hall, according 
to Stamp. The building also used to 
house the Kenyon Review’s printing 
press. 
Most recently, the art department 
used Bexley as an extra studio space 
in 2012. So what’s next for Bexley 
Hall?
The historic building has sat aban-
doned on North Campus for the last 
two years, but this summer, the Col-
lege has tentative plans for the space. 
Bexley will house 12 members of 
the staff from User Services in Ke-
nyon’s Information and Technolo-
gy Services department who will be 
displaced by the West Quad project, 
according to Seth Millam, construc-
tion project manager for Kenyon. The 
staff will move into the building at 
the start of June.
Until that time, Bexley will under-
go minor renovations, such as new 
painting and f looring. 
The College will also install a K-
Card reader on the front door. 
Millam said he was unaware what 
would happen to Bexley after the li-
brary project is completed.
BILL GARDNER
SENIOR NEWS EDITOR
BAILEY BLAKER
Kenyon Students for Justice in Palestine participants dance to pipe music in the Pub.
After clearing away the tables that 
usually crowd the center of the room, 
members of Kenyon Students for Jus-
tice in Palestine (KSJP) transformed 
Peirce Pub into a dance f loor on 
April 18. 
The space came to a hush as soft 
pipe music poured out of the Pub’s 
sound system. Hanaa Ibrahim ’22 
took center stage and led a group of 
around 20 students in Dabkeh — an 
Arab folk dance traditionally per-
formed during. 
Ibrahim told the audience about 
how she had often performed the 
dance in high school. She waited for 
the music to build before she began 
to dance. Dabkeh features rhythmic 
back and forth stomping motions that 
grow until a dancer’s feet lift from 
the ground. Ibrahim showcased this 
aspect of Dabkeh by leaping graceful-
ly across the Peirce Pub stage. 
She paused, and then encouraged 
the small crowd gathered before the 
stage to try out the dance for them-
selves. “The most important thing 
for Dabkeh is that you have a soul,” 
Ibrahim said. The crowd burst into 
nervous laughter and then began to 
dance. 
BAILEY BLAKER
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
KSJP performs traditional 
Arab folk dance in the Pub
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English second to change senior exercise, likely not the last 
unfortunate that prior to 
now, people have been test-
ed in a way that they’ve nev-
er been before,” she said. “I 
think a paper or a presentation 
makes a lot more sense.”
Although the English fac-
ulty has decided to move away 
from the exam for non-hon-
ors majors, it has yet to de-
cide what will replace it. Heidt 
hopes the capstone will in-
volve a senior symposium or 
other public presentation of 
original student work. A sym-
posium, she believes, would 
help students polish presenta-
tion skills and help strengthen 
a sense of community among 
English majors. 
The department is also con-
sidering letting seniors incor-
porate work that they already 
complete in their senior semi-
nars into their capstone proj-
ects. Currently, the English 
department’s senior seminar 
in literature requires students 
to complete “a research paper 
of 15-17 pages,” according to 
the department’s web page. 
Next year, senior English ma-
jors might be able to expand 
and present that research pa-
per as part of their senior cap-
stone. 
Majors with an emphasis 
in creative writing currently 
work on a creative project in 
poetry, fiction or nonfiction 
instead of a research paper 
in their senior seminar. They 
present these projects at an 
annual reading in the spring, 
which Heidt cited as inspira-
tion for a potential depart-
ment-wide symposium.
In past years, English ma-
jors could not use work from 
their senior seminars for the 
senior exercise because of a 
College-wide rule that pre-
vented senior exercises from 
counting for course credit. At 
a meeting in February, Kenyon 
faculty decided to roll back 
that rule and allow seniors to 
earn credit for work complet-
ed for a senior capstone. The 
English faculty took the deci-
sion as an opportunity to re-
vise its approach to the senior 
capstone, according to Heidt.
The English department 
also has yet to decide whether 
to continue requiring a writ-
ten exam for senior majors 
pursuing honors. At the mo-
ment, the English Honors 
Program requires seniors to 
complete “a substantial criti-
cal essay of approximately 50-
80 pages in length” alongside 
two examinations, one written 
and one oral, according to the 
department web page. Anain 
and Cruz, who both plan to 
pursue honors next year, hope 
the English faculty will not re-
quire an exam for honors stu-
dents and put more emphasis 
on the essay portion of the 
honors program.
With the decision to change 
its senior exercise, the English 
department joins the sociolo-
gy department in moving from 
an exam format to a capstone 
project. Beginning next year, 
senior sociology majors will 
publicly present an indepen-
dent research project instead 
of completing an oral exami-
nation as past seniors have. 
The two are likely the first 
of several departments to 
change their approaches to the 
senior exercise in response to 
the faculty’s decision in Febru-
ary. 
Heidt hopes that replacing 
the written exam will relieve 
pressure on both faculty, who 
will no longer have to devote 
time to plan and write the ex-
amination, and students, who 
will not have to study from a 
reading list alongside their 
regular coursework in prepa-
ration for the exam. 
“It feels to me like a win for 
everybody,” Heidt said.
Continued from Page 1
Trustees will discuss campus 
culture of racial insensitivity
EMILY BIRNBAUM
NEWS EDITOR
The Board of Trustees will discuss 
what it means to build an “inclusive com-
munity” during its spring meeting this 
weekend, a departure from typical Board 
agendas which revolve around business 
decisions. Members of the Board will at-
tend events planned in response to recent 
allegations by students and faculty that 
campus culture enables racially insensi-
tive and discriminatory behavior. 
The College has been grappling with 
allegations of racism and censorship in 
light of recent events including James 
Michael Playwright-in-Residence Wendy 
MacLeod’s decision to retract her play The 
Good Samaritan following criticism of its 
depiction of a Guatemalan minor and a 
public letter disseminated by black stu-
dents that stated non-black students often 
say the “n-word.” 
President Sean Decatur said there will 
be “an opportunity for there to be a bit of 
discussion among the Board, not neces-
sarily rehashing the specifics of campus 
events but looking at it in a broader con-
text … [of] an institution that clearly has 
historical legacies.”
The Office of the President is sponsor-
ing two events with Jelani Cobb, a Pulitzer 
finalist and professor at Columbia School 
of Journalism who focuses on race, which 
will coincide with the Board of Trustees’ 
annual meeting. Cobb is on campus to 
answer “questions on topics including di-
versity, free expression and inclusion,” ac-
cording to the event page.
Members of the Board of Trustees at-
tended Cobb’s April 18 talk “The Half-Life 
of Freedom: Race and Justice in America 
Today” and will participate in Cobb’s 
April 19 Q&A with Decatur. They will 
also attend an April 19 panel with stu-
dents, faculty and staff to explore these 
issues. 
The Board of Trustees will then vote on 
which professors will receive tenure and 
the College will update them about cam-
pus construction. 
“This will be the first time folks have 
been on campus since we started digging 
holes and tearing things down so it’s a 
chance to see that, to see the bookstore, to 
get a sense of the progress,” Decatur said. 
The Board will then vote to move the 
College into the public phase of its capital 
campaign in the coming year. The Col-
lege’s capital campaign, a focused effort to 
meet specific fundraising goals, has been 
in the “quiet phase” since 2014. During 
the “quiet phase,” the College is seeking 
out gifts from specific donors before solic-
iting donations from the public. They will 
move into the public phase this fall if the 
Board of Trustees votes “yes” this week-
end.
“They will officially set the goal of the 
campaign,” Decatur said. “The campaign 
will have a name which — I will save the 
suspense until after the Board has official-
ly voted on it.” Decatur said the measure 
will likely pass. 
Lauren Eller contributed reporting.
that many people left” as a result 
of his transition, the negative reac-
tions hurt a lot at first.     
“The first year and a half was very 
painful,” he said. “The parish had a 
lot of meetings with-
out me. Every slight 
anyone had ever felt, 
any injury I had ever 
done to anybody, any-
thing that I had done 
to them that had hurt 
them, they brought up 
and basically ripped 
me to shreds.” 
Fischer said that 
despite other people’s 
discomfort, he has not backed away 
from his former duties.               
“I have not shied away from going 
about doing my business in the com-
munity and in the diocese, and I’ve 
found an enormous amount of sup-
port in the diocese and in the nation-
al church.”      
Fischer said his spiritual transfor-
mation as a result of coming out was a 
matter of coming to terms with pub-
lic opinion, rather than private dis-
comfort. “I think the reconciling for 
me is in the church, not with God,” he 
said. “I’m more at peace with myself, 
so I’m more at peace with my God.”       
The event was sponsored by Can-
terbury, Hillel and the Office of Spir-
itual and Religious Life.
Marc Bragin, Jewish chaplain and 
director of Hillel, said that he was 
touched by Fischer’s story and hoped 
it would inspire 
more people to be 
comfortable with 
who they are. 
“I feel really 
honored that Evan 
came to share his 
story with us. It 
was evident that he 
has discovered who 
he is and is com-
fortable with who 
he is. I can only wish that on every-
one. … It was beautiful, and I really 
feel like it was a spiritually uplifting 
thing to do. And so I was happy to be 
a part of it.”         
Fischer said that he wanted to 
help people understand that you can 
maintain identity as both a Christian 
and as transgender; these identities 
are not mutually exclusive.      
“I want to be a witness to the 
church that you can be a parish priest 
and transgender and a faithful Chris-
tian,” he said.       
Fischer talks on transitioning 
in the Anglican community
Continued from Page 1
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The English department has not yet decided if honors students will have to take the written exam. 
I’m more at 
peace with 
myself, so I’m more at 
peace with my God.
Evan Fischer
“
Fischer said he has not shied away from his 
duties as a priest since his transition.
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A judge in Myanmar ruled against a request to dismiss 
the case against two Reuters reporters. They were detained 
in December for allegedly violating Myanmar’s Official 
Secrets Act. This issue provoked international condem-
nation as UN experts and Britain’s foreign minister have 
asked the country to release the reporters. 
Myanmar police arrested the journalists while they 
were investigating the massacre of 10 Rohingya citizens 
in the village of Inn Dinn. This investigation was the first 
time Buddhist villagers confessed that the killings took 
place, according to a Feb. 8 Reuters article. Prior to this, 
only the victims spoke out. 
Reporters Wa Lone and Kyaw Soe Oo have been de-
tained since Dec. 12. The massacre occurred as part of vi-
olent attacks on Rohingya Muslims in the Buddhist-ma-
jority country, according to an April 11 New York Times 
article. The UN’s Special Rapporteur on Myanmar said 
the crisis “bears the hallmarks of genocide,” according to 
a March 12 Al Jazeera article. While researching the mur-
der of the 10 Rohingya men, the two reporters obtained 
photos of the victims kneeling before their execution and 
also found the mass grave where the victims were buried, 
according to an April 11 New York Times article. 
“I think that [the ethnic cleansing] is one of the most 
important crises that is happening in the world today,” 
Professor of Religious Studies Vernon Schubel said. “It is 
indicative of … the ways in which nationalism equated it-
self with religious identity.” 
The Myanmar government has faced global accusa-
tions of ethnic cleansing as more than 700,000 Rohingya 
Muslims fled to Bangladesh after a military crackdown on 
insurgents last August, according to an April 11 Guardian 
article. The government denies the allegations and says it 
was defending itself against attacks from the Arakan Ro-
hingya Salvation Army. 
“The Sangha [the Buddhist community] has indeed 
participated in that, and it is a shame,” Assistant Professor 
of Religious Studies Joy Brennan wrote in an email to the 
Collegian. “There is no foundation in any Buddhist text or 
idea for this sort of prejudice and promotion of violence.” 
She also noted that there are several American Buddhist 
groups who have shown signs of support for the Rohingya 
and against Buddhist involvement in their oppression. 
The Rohingya have been denied citizenship since 1982, 
according to a Feb. 5 Al Jazeera article. Most Rohingya in 
Myanmar live in the western coastal state of Rakhine, one 
of the poorest states in the country, and are not allowed to 
leave without government permission.
The military admitted to involvement in the killing 
of the 10 Rohingya men, and Reuters later published the 
story while its reporters were in prison, according to an 
April 11 Guardian article. 
The army has claimed the Rohingya men were ter-
rorists, but has not provided any evidence to back up the 
claim.
On April 10, seven soldiers were sentenced to jail with 
hard labor for their part in the killings, according to an 
April 11 Guardian article. Wa Lone and Kyaw Soe Oo are 
facing a trial that could result in a 14-year prison sentence. 
“My question is, why are the journalists still in deten-
tion in prison if their report is true?” Than Zaw Aung, one 
of the reporters’ lawyers, told the Guardian. 
The day of the court was also Wa Lone’s 32nd birthday 
and to celebrate, his friends brought cake. Despite the rul-
ing, Wa Lone expressed optimism. “I believe in democ-
racy. I also believe that one day we will be released because 
of freedom of expression,” he said to Al Jazeera.
Schubel noted that the conflict needs to gain more me-
dia attention. “These things tend to end badly,” he said. 
“In order to be hopeful, we need to really start demanding 
that the world turns its attention to that, and that means 
that this needs to move from the back pages to the front 
pages, and people need to be speaking out, because I think 
this is now a global crisis.”    
Global Kenyon: 
Myanmar de-
tains journalists
BETÜL AYDIN | NEWS ASSISTANT
KIM DAVIDSON
These bars come two years after a 
student fell out of the DKE bullseye.
College installs bars on Bullseye windows
Two years ago a student fell out of one of 
the bullseye windows in Old Kenyon Resi-
dence Hall. Over winter break, maintenance 
installed bars on both bullseye windows to 
prevent similar incidents. Lisa Train, associ-
ate director of housing and operations, said 
maintenance had been working to secure 
the fourth-floor windows since the accident 
in April of 2016. The student, Alexander Be-
atty ’19 survived the fall. 
“Those old windows are huge and some-
one standing there could easily fall out,” 
Train said. “We wanted a safety measure 
that could secure them better.”
Train said it was difficult to secure the 
windows because of their size and shape. 
The windows are almost four feet tall, ac-
cording to Cindy Burgett, office manager of 
the maintenance department. Train asked 
maintenance to make sure the windows 
could open a little for air flow because there 
is no air conditioning in Old Kenyon. Main-
tenance had trouble finding a solution that 
met this request, according to Train.
“They are tough windows to secure and 
to allow for some air flow,” Train said. “You 
could just seal them up and call it a day. I 
think that’s why it may have taken a little bit 
to find the right mechanism.”
Maintenance explored other options, in-
cluding safety screens and grab bars, which 
prevent the window from opening too wide, 
according to Burgett.
“The safety bars used apparently were 
the best option to ensure the safety of the 
students,” Burgett wrote in an email to the 
Collegian.
Train also asked maintenance to look 
into windows on the fourth floor of Leon-
ard Residence Hall that might open up onto 
a ledge of the building. She said those win-
dows should be easier to secure.
Train said they also considered the aes-
thetics and architectural history of the 
building when securing the windows on 
Old Kenyon. 
“It’s in the front and for pictures and 
things like that, we didn’t want to put big 
steel bars and make it look like a prison,” 
Train said. “Those bullseyes are old and we 
don’t want to damage the historic nature of 
them,” she added. 
The bullseye windows are in the housing 
divisions of Delta Kappa Epsilon (DKE) and 
Alpha Delta Phi (AD). Students living in the 
rooms with the bullseye windows did not re-
spond to requests for comment. 
SOPHIE ALEXANDER
STAFF WRITER
OSE gives out 600 Pete Davidson tickets
Random ticket giveaways encourage large student turnouts.
As of the afternoon of April 18, 
the Office of Student Engagement 
(OSE) had distributed a little over 
half of the available tickets for Pete 
Davidson’s performance on cam-
pus. Davidson, 24, is a popular ac-
tor, stand-up comedian and cast 
member of Saturday Night Live. He 
will be performing on April 21 in 
Rosse Hall.
The excitement surrounding 
Davidson’s performance has esca-
lated in part. from the OSE’s ad-
vertising and marketing tactics.
Kim Wallace, associate director 
of student engagement, said the 
OSE has used a variety of methods 
to advertise ticket giveaways, in-
cluding student-info emails, f liers 
and posts on Facebook and Insta-
gram. There are still 289 tickets to 
give out, according to Wallace.
“What we didn’t want was ev-
eryone to line up at our office door 
on Monday morning at 7 a.m. for 
hours to wait in line for a ticket 
and miss class,” Laura Kane, di-
rector of student engagement and 
assistant dean of students, said. 
The event was originally sup-
posed to take place in the Great 
Hall in Peirce Dining Hall, which 
would fit 300 people. On April 13, 
the OSE announced on their Face-
book page that the event would 
be moved to Rosse Hall after the 
Jazz Ensemble changed the time of 
their concert. Ted Buehrer, profes-
sor of music, decided to move the 
jazz concert to 6:30 p.m. on April 
21 to accommodate Davidson’s 
performance, according to Kane. 
This decision increased the capac-
ity of the event to 600 seats.
Davidson grew up in Staten Is-
land, N.Y. and performed stand-up 
comedy for the first time when he 
was 16. He was first featured on 
MTV in 2013 and joined the cast 
of Saturday Night Live in 2014. 
The first ticket giveaway oc-
curred in Peirce Dining Hall on 
April 9, when they gave away 20 
pairs of tickets during common 
hour. Since then, the OSE has 
sponsored ticket giveaways at the 
bookstore and Wiggin Street Cof-
fee as well as Chat with the Chap-
lains and Kenyon Kudos. A Cam-
pus Safety golf cart even drove 
through campus giving out tickets 
and candy “guerilla style,” Wallace 
said. 
At times, the giveaways caused 
chaos on campus. 
5At the Wiggin Street Coffee 
event, the OSE paid for roughly 
600 dollars worth of drinks and 
tips. Maddie Farr ’18 was working 
as a barista when the event took 
place. Farr described the crowd as 
an “endless line of students … it 
was truly mayhem.” 
Both Farr and the Wiggin Street 
Coffee manager did not know the 
event was occurring until they 
showed up to work that day.
The OSE hopes that increased 
social media presence will be an 
“offshoot” of the promotion for 
Pete Davidson. 
“We can continue to promote 
other cool opportunities to come 
up,” Kane said. 
MAYA LOWENSTEIN
ASSOCIATE COPY EDITOR
ANNMARIE MORRISON
The Office of Student Engagement still has over two hundred undistributed Pete Davidson tickets. 
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Woodward is the oldest standing theater of its kind in U.S.
The historic theater in Mount Vernon hosted barbershop quartets and abolitionist speakers.
During its run from 1857 un-
til 1903, the Woodward Opera 
House never once hosted an op-
era. It did, however, host musi-
cal performances — including 
barbershop quartets, pianists 
and the Snowden Family Band 
— as well as plays and lectures 
on topics ranging from the mar-
vels of electricity to the case for 
abolition.
In the 
19th cen-
tury, The 
newly con-
structed 
railway 
station 
made 
Mount 
Vernon a 
hotspot in 
Ohio for 
culture. At 
times the 
floors of the Woodward would 
sag so badly under the weight of 
its attendees that it would block 
the front doors of the shops 
downstairs, meaning the shop-
keepers would have to wait late 
into the night, until the end of 
the performance, to close shop, 
according to Frederick Lorey’s 
A History of Knox County, Ohio 
1876-1976.
But when the motion picture 
came to Mount Vernon, movies 
put the Woodward Opera House 
out of business. The Opera 
House remained closed until the 
1980s, when Professor Emeritus 
of Sociology Howard Sacks took 
an interest in its potential as a 
tool for education. 
“I opened it up, swept up 
about a half-century of pigeon 
dung, strung some lights up and 
gave tours as part of the Dan 
Emmett festival,” Sacks said. 
The Dan Emmett Music and 
Arts Festival is a street fair cel-
ebrating folk music which takes 
place in down-
town Mount 
Vernon every 
August. It is 
named after 
Dan Emmett, 
a controver-
sial entertainer 
from Mount 
Vernon who is 
credited with 
writing the 
song “Dixie” 
and found-
ing the first blackface minstrel 
troupe.
Since the Opera House was 
first reopened to the public, var-
ious groups have made efforts to 
renovate the building. The Knox 
Partnership for Arts and Cul-
ture made the first move toward 
renovation, asking that the city 
purchase the building. Although 
this plan never came to frui-
tion, the newly founded Wood-
ward Development Corporation 
(WDC) purchased the Opera 
House a year later. In 2000, local 
historian Peter Dickson iden-
tified it as the oldest standing 
theater of its kind in the coun-
try. Emily Briggs ’02, a history 
major, hosted tours of the Op-
era House. She also gathered to-
gether a team of students, who 
“archaeologically analyzed” the 
paint chips and shards of glass 
strewn around the building, as 
she stated in an interview with 
the Collegian.
Since then, the WDC has 
been raising funds and hiring 
contractors to bring the Opera 
House back to its original con-
dition. 
At the time of its run during 
the 19th century, the Woodward 
was essential to the vitality of 
Mount Vernon’s downtown, and 
that is what it hopes to be again. 
In the 1980s, after the de-
velopment of big box stores on 
Coshocton Avenue, the novelty 
stores around the public square 
in Mount Vernon disappeared 
one by one. There has been some 
recovery since then, but there 
are still not nearly as many busi-
nesses downtown as there were 
50 years ago. Sacks is optimistic 
that the Woodward will give the 
area the final push it needs. “It’s 
one of those ‘if you build it, they 
will come’ sort of things,” he 
said. “So far the indications are 
very positive. Having been a stu-
dent of the local community for 
40 years, I think Mount Vernon 
has finally turned the corner.”
Ben Tauber ’18
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DANTE KANTER
STAFF WRITER
COLLEGIAN ARCHIVES
The Woodward Opera House ran from 1857 to 1903, at the height of downtown Mount Vernon’s boom.
At times 
the floors of 
Woodward Hall would 
sag so badly under the 
weight of its attendees 
that it would block the 
front doors of the shops 
downstairs.
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Athletes for Equality bridges 
athlete and non-athlete divide
Athletes sit in Old Side. Non-athletes sit in 
New Side. For Nicole Horita ’18, a softball player 
and co-president of Kenyon College Athletes for 
Equality (KCAE), this is emblematic of a greater 
social divide at Kenyon. 
“By virtue of the way you’re spending your 
time at Kenyon, you’re going to form small so-
cial circles of people who do the same things as 
you,” she said.
Through bringing about greater awareness 
of LGTBQ+ issues in athletics, KCAE wants to 
bridge the gap not only between the LGBTQ+ 
community and the athletic community but 
also between athletes and non-athletes.
“I think that there is a lot of misconception 
among members of both [athletes and non-
athletes],” Masen Colucci ’19, a former softball 
player and current co-president of KCAE, wrote 
in an email to the Collegian. 
For its programming, KCAE takes a broad 
approach that engages a wide range of students. 
“We host events that are meant for and ac-
cessible to both [athletes and non-athletes],” 
Horita said.
This year, KCAE has been a model for collab-
oration and involvement on campus. Nearly all 
of its events were cosponsored by other groups.
At the beginning of the year, they co-hosted 
a viewing of the Floyd Mayweather vs. Conor 
McGregor fight with Men of Color. In October 
they co-hosted Shocktober Fest with Epsilon 
Delta Mu and raised proceeds for Kaleidoscope, 
a center for LGBTQ+ youth and their allies in 
Columbus. Recently, they brought a film fes-
tival exclusively featuring woman-identifying 
athletes called No Man’s Land to campus with 
Outdoors Club.
KCAE also co-sponsored The Gala, a for-
mal thrown to “open up spaces on this campus 
that have been historically denied to overlooked 
and marginalized communities,” according to 
an email sent from the event’s organizers to the 
student body. Other sponsors included Kenyon 
Greeks for Equality, Black Student Union, Q-
Dubs and the Archons Society.  
But KCAE’s biggest event this year was bring-
ing Schuyler Bailar, a Harvard University swim-
mer who was the first openly transgender athlete 
to compete on an NCAA Division I Men’s Team, 
to campus on March 25. Bailar spoke on gender 
identity, mental health and LGBTQ+ issues in 
athletics, but he also led a discussion with an inti-
mate crowd at Rosse Hall.
Sam Scali ’20, a softball player who will be 
the co-president of KCAE next year, said that 
the atmosphere Bailar nurtured was particularly 
productive. “Having the Q&A so that everyone 
could ask questions that they weren’t necessarily 
comfortable asking in another setting was really 
important,” she said.
In the future, KCAE wishes to expand its im-
pact on campus. “While our organization has fo-
cused on [the] LGBTQ+ community in athletics, 
I think we would like to branch out and work on 
tackling all types of identities within athletics,” 
Colucci wrote. “I think a lot of our branching 
out will be achieved by collaborating with other 
groups on campus that focus on identity.”
Horita noted a video the organization put to-
gether featuring athletes, coaches and athletic 
staff speaking about diversity in athletics at 
Kenyon. She said that LGBTQ+ issues are a 
unifier at Kenyon. 
“[The video] showed that this kind of ad-
vocacy benefits people who are directly within 
our community,” Horita said. “This work im-
pacts people who are your friends, your team-
mates and your classmates. It connects every-
one.”
JACK CHESTON
STAFF WRITER
Gambier in April may not be 
home to many mosquitoes, but Hig-
ley and Tomsich Halls are a different 
story.
Professor of Biology Chris Gillen 
and Visiting Assistant Professor of 
Chemistry Matt Rouhier study the 
mosquito Aedes aegypti in their labs 
alongside student researchers. Both 
scientists hope to shape the world’s 
approach to mosquito-borne dis-
eases, but they emphasize the incre-
mental nature of that work. Since 
many mosquitoes have built up resis-
tance to the insecticides used to kill 
them, Gillen and Rouhier expressed 
the need to find alternative biological 
mechanisms to eliminate the insects.
Rouhier’s lab looks at xenobiotic 
transporters, which transport for-
eign molecules out of a mosquito’s 
body. These transporters are partic-
ularly important during the “blood 
meal,” which is an exclusively female 
act for the species. The females con-
sume blood because they must lay 
their eggs. But whatever is in a per-
son’s bloodstream enters the mosqui-
to during this blood meal; if the per-
son took ibuprofen, Rouhier said, the 
mosquito is now taking ibuprofen. 
The xenobiotic transporters in the 
kidney then filter out these toxins.
“[The mosquito’s] kidneys are in-
credible, but like all sort of animal su-
perpowers, they’re also its weakness,” 
Rouhier said.
He explained that since the 1970s, 
the primary class of pesticides  — 
called pyrethroids — used to kill 
mosquitoes has targeted their ner-
vous system. But because this meth-
od has been so ubiquitous, many 
mosquitoes have built up resistance 
to it. Looking at these transporters 
in the kidneys, as Rouhier does in his 
lab, is a potential route for future pes-
ticides.
“If we can then learn about these 
xenobiotic transporters, can we 
cause them to malfunction?” Rouhi-
er asked. “And as a result, we’ve given 
the mosquito kidney failure.”
Gillen’s lab analyzes transporters 
that carry salt across membranes in 
mosquitoes, and how that compares 
to similar transporters in vertebrates. 
During his postdoctoral training, he 
worked with mammalian transport-
ers. He described his initial approach 
to the insect versions when he came 
to Kenyon as “hopelessly naive”: he 
assumed that these versions would 
be predictable based on the mam-
malian ones, with some interesting 
differences. 
“We sort of figured what we 
would find in the mosquito lines or 
some other things would be just ver-
sions of [the vertebrates’],” he said. 
“But turns out that looks completely 
wrong at this point.”
He described how qualitatively 
different these transport systems are 
in insects, and how exciting this com-
plexity is for himself and the scientific 
community. But this also presents 
a challenge. Many scientists in his 
field know how to characterize these 
transporters in mammals — but have 
much more difficulty doing so in in-
sects.
“It’s really challenging us now to 
come up with ways to functionally 
characterize these,” he said. Dur-
ing our interview, he pointed to the 
name of an insect transporter pro-
tein on his computer screen, dra-
matically whispering, “I have no idea 
what that is.” He added that he could 
make some guesses, and that it prob-
ably transports sodium and chlo-
ride, but his usual tools to determine 
its function might not work.
Gillen said that far in the future, 
the work his lab is doing could help 
to determine an inhibitor for these 
transporters and then a new type of 
mosquitocide. Salt transporters are 
particularly important for the mos-
quito during blood meals because 
the insect has to fly away after taking 
blood. How do they quickly get rid of 
all that fluid? They pee. 
“They’re champion urinators, ba-
sically,” Gillen said.
Kenyon labs researching alternative pesticide mechanisms
Professors Chris Gillen and Matt Rouhier analyze transporter proteins in mosquitoes.
LAUREN ELLER
MANAGING EDITOR
ERYN POWELL
Professor of Biology Chris Gillen looks at salt transporters in the mosquito species Aedes aegypti.
PAID ADVERTISEMENT
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Both Kassie Carlson, lead vo-
calist of Guerrilla Toss, and the 
members of Cheer-Accident wore 
rather nondescript attire as they set 
up for their show at the Horn Gal-
lery last Saturday. Carlson seemed 
unassuming as she stood over a 
vocal mixer in pigtails and a pair 
of denim overalls. Cheer-Accident 
drew a crowd older than the typi-
cal Horn audience and looked like a 
polished, soft rock group. But both 
bands unleashed powerful waves of 
punk and noise rock instead.
Guerrilla Toss formed in 2011, 
in Boston, Mass., according to their 
Spotify profile. Their music com-
bines an eclectic variety of genres, 
including funk, punk and psy-
chedelic rock. Juno Fullerton ’19 
brought the band to the Horn after 
reaching out to them via Instagram 
direct messenger. “I really like the 
genre, and they play a lot of cool in-
struments together,” Fullerton said. 
Carlson shifted between spoken 
and sung vocals while the rest of the 
band wove a tapestry of seemingly 
unrelated rhythms and riffs. Satur-
day was one of Cooper’s first shows 
with the band. The result was a cha-
otic blend of sounds that the audi-
ence jumped and grooved along 
to with high energy. The set was 
paired with colorful stage lights. 
“We bring the lights around for 
most shows,” Carlson said. “We 
love those things.”
The band formed in 1981. 
Drummer Thymme Jones took 
the name from a Hallmark greet-
ing card display at a store in Illi-
nois. Since then, the membership 
of the group has changed. Today, it 
is composed of Jones, Dante Kester 
on bass, Jeff Libersher on guitar and 
Amelie Morgan on “vocals, piano 
and its innards,” according to the 
band’s website. During the first 
song, which featured drums, bass 
and guitar alone, Davis did yoga 
on the floor of the Horn, setting the 
stage for an unconventional set to 
follow. Associate Professor of Music 
Ross Feller stood in front of a mu-
sic stand, illuminated by a clip-on 
light, to rail through several chaotic 
saxophone solos. The result was an 
eerie and fluid sound somewhat 
reminiscent of a haunted circus.
Feller met Jones and Libersher 
in his dorm as a first year at the 
University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign. He had been trying 
to bring Cheer-Accident to Kenyon 
for several years. “I just have the ut-
most respect for a group that’s been 
doing it for 19 albums,” Feller said.
Cheer-Accident broke up the 
high intensity of its set with a soft, 
melodic song, during which Jones 
sang in falsetto. Students and older 
audience members alike alternated 
between dancing and a seemingly 
mesmerized stillness as the band 
ran through its songs. Toward the 
end of their performance, members 
of the band stood completely still 
for about a minute and a half be-
fore resuming the show. According 
to Feller, this was an abridged ver-
sion of something they did at bigger 
shows. In college, Feller, Jones and 
Libersher used to do the same thing 
on their way to classes. They would 
“all of a sudden stop in our tracks 
in some position — we’d call that 
assuming a position — sometimes 
for hours, and people would come 
and poke us,” Feller said. “We also 
did that in the basement of dormi-
tories.” 
This comment may have seemed 
far-fetched without the wild ener-
gy of Saturday’s set to match it. “I 
think [the bands] went well togeth-
er,” Fullerton said. “It seemed like 
[they] had a good time, and other 
people had a good time.”
Cheer-Accident and Guerilla Toss play high-energy concert
Associate Professor of Music Ross Feller stepped on stage to play several saxophone solos.
DORA SEGALL
FEATURES EDITOR
COURTESY OF GUERILLA TOSS
Guerilla Toss opened for Cheer-Accident in the Horn Gallery last Saturday with melodic noise rock.  
Art show casts photography as new form of communication
Kim Davidson ’18 and Matt Garrett ’18 team up to organize photography show in Horn.
Kim Davidson ’18 and Matthew Garrett ’18 
created an art exhibition through the lens of a 
decades-old camera, using shades of blue and 
pink and deconstructed portraits and objects. 
They explored of photography as a way of ex-
pressing the connection of family and the pas-
sage of time. 
Garrett, who wanted to show a different side 
of his art, is a studio art major whose senior 
thesis project will appear in the Gund Gallery 
on April 23. Davidson, a political science ma-
jor and studio art minor, will not have an op-
portunity to show his art in the gallery but still 
wanted to share the culmination of his creative 
process at Kenyon with the larger community. 
The pair said they had similar artistic visions, 
and had previously considered creating a show 
together. Now, at the close of their time on the 
Hill, they felt that this might be their last chance 
to collaborate.
The aesthetics of the show were intentional-
ly eclectic, according to Davidson, and the two 
kept the exhibit without name or theme, prefer-
ring viewers to be inspired purely by the materi-
al. The two, who are photographers for the Col-
legian, found overlaps in their personal work, 
as they both consider familial identity and the 
ability of time and genetics to warp emotional 
and visual connections. This intersected with 
the presence of modern photography and how 
our culture has quickly become inundated by 
images. Davidson expanded on this concept in 
his artist’s statement: “[Photography] has come 
to serve not only as a means of representing the 
world, but as another standard of communica-
tion, one to rival written and verbal language.”
Garrett’s pieces were a mix of portraitures of 
varying abstraction and conceptual sculpture. 
What appeared to be small letters strewn across 
the floor composed one work, entitled How to 
Get Home, which, according to the plaque, were 
scrambled coordinates created by Google. A 
wall was dedicated to diptychs of Garrett and 
his father, both captured with the same camera, 
but at different times. In shots of his father, the 
photos are clear because the camera was new. 
The photos of Garrett are obscured by a pink 
haze, a product of the aged camera, which no 
longer functions as it once did. 
“I became really interested in this idea of be-
ing a certain age, and that age is your relation-
ship to a time,” Garrett said. “I became inter-
ested in this false investigation of how I could 
put myself into my father’s time when he was 22 
because the contexts are so different.”
Davidson’s photography project, Pixel-type, 
was created with an old form that was new to 
him: cyanotype, the material used for blue-
prints, a printing process that was invented in 
the 19th century. Davidson uses cyanotype as 
a means of combining contemporary photogra-
phy with historical practice, incorporating the 
stunning detail of a digital camera into the inky 
blue created by negatives. From these prints, 
Davidson pieced together huge mosaics, seg-
menting the subjects of his images, sisters An-
astasia Inciardi ’19 and Alex Inciardi ’21, which 
exacerbated both the resemblance and contrast 
between them and the oddity and humanity of 
the medium. 
Both artists reflected on family and time: 
Garrett, with the person his father had been at 
his age, and Davidson, between the Inciardi sis-
ters, who are two years apart. 
The show was on display in the Lower Horn 
Gallery from Friday, April 13 to Monday, April 
16. 
ERYN POWELL
Many of the photographs displayed were cyanotypes, a photographic medium better known for the creation of blueprints.  
ULYSSES YARBER
STAFF WRITER
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Contact improv class brings photographs to life with dance
Rania Matar: SHE inspired an improvisational dance performance in the upper Gund Gallery.
Rania Matar’s SHE came to 
life Tuesday morning when the 
“Contact Improvisation” class 
broke the barrier between pho-
tography and dance. They ex-
plored the relationship between 
dance and identity through a 
performance in the middle of 
the Gund Gallery. 
The contact improvisation 
class, composed of 24 students 
and instructed by Assistant 
Professor of Dance Kora Radel-
la, performed in a portion of 
the SHE exhibition at the Gund 
Gallery. The audience was in the 
middle of 
the Gallery; 
some sat 
on stools, 
while some 
stood. The 
dancers 
were po-
sitioned 
in pairs 
around the 
room, each 
standing in front of a different 
photograph. 
Photographer Rania Matar’s 
exhibition considers female 
identity. Her photos are pri-
marily of young women, and 
she integrates her own life as a 
Lebanese-Palestinian-Ameri-
can woman and mother into her 
work. The photographs are sim-
ple yet striking: Young women 
from all over the world pose 
outdoors and in dorm rooms, 
some wearing bras, some cov-
ered from head to foot.
The dance performance be-
gan with the sound of a gong. 
The dancers positioned  them-
selves as reflections of the wom-
en featured in each photograph. 
“The structure is that they are 
present with the photograph. 
Not interpreting, but just pres-
ent and being empathetic and 
just kind of being,” Radella said, 
describing the first portion of 
the performance. After about 
two minutes, the gong would 
sound again and the dancers 
would move 
clockwise 
to the next 
picture. Af-
ter several 
rotations, 
the danc-
ers began to 
move and 
improvise 
with their 
partners af-
ter a more percussive sound. 
Although there was no music, 
many dancers provided their 
own audible accompaniment — 
some began telling snippets of 
stories, some laughed and some 
hummed parts of melodies. 
For this performance, Radel-
la used a random lottery to de-
termine the partners and what 
paintings they would interact 
with. The music choice for and 
duration of each segment of the 
performance were the only pre-
determined pieces. The partners 
proposed scores of what they 
were doing and Radella gave 
them feedback. However, they 
did not choreograph their exact 
movements; those were impro-
vised on the spot. 
“I try to make a profound 
experience for the students in 
terms of what they can glean 
from collaborative aspects, 
even though it’s not collabora-
tive from the ground up, mean-
ing the artwork already exists,” 
Radella said. 
The dancers improvised with 
a grace that indicated collabora-
tion and trust. “I think this per-
formance is different,” Hannah 
Russ ’18, one of the dancers and 
member of the contact improv 
class, said. “We’ve done improv 
performances before, but this 
one is different in that it’s much 
more of a collective feel.” 
Even the audience members 
were invited to move during 
the performance, to stand up or 
walk to another side of the au-
dience in order to witness all 
aspects of the concert. The per-
formance was cyclical: After one 
cycle, the audience in the mid-
dle was invited to exit and a new 
audience that had been waiting 
outside the gallery came in to 
watch. 
DYLAN MANNING
STAFF WRITER
SHANE CANFIELD
Laura David ’18 and Katie Connell ’18 danced in Professor of Dance 
Kora Radella’s Contact Improvisation class. 
Students protest gun violence at statehouse with performance 
Frank Ticheli’s “An American Elegy” was performed 27 times in the Statehouse Rotunda.
“An American Elegy” begins as 
it ends. Each chord rises from the 
band delicately, the melody shift-
ing from one section to another. 
It starts in the woodwinds until it 
slowly makes its way to the brass, 
building in sound until it becomes 
a dull roar. 
The 10-minute orchestral piece 
was composed by Frank Ticheli 
in 2008 as a tribute to the victims 
of the 1999 mass shooting at Col-
umbine High School. On Satur-
day, around 40 Kenyon musicians 
performed the piece at the Ohio 
Statehouse in protest of mass gun 
violence. The group included Ken-
yon student-musicians, Professor 
of Music Dane Heuchemer and 
Muskingum University’s Profes-
sor of Music David Turrill.
Leah Dunbar ’20 organized the 
event as a way to give student mu-
sicians a chance to promote social 
change, and chose “American El-
egy” because it memorializes vic-
tims of gun violence. 
“I think the piece is perfect for 
this type of [event], it can make a 
really powerful statement,” Dun-
bar said. 
The performance attracted 
several small crowds to the Ohio 
Statehouse Rotunda throughout 
the six-hour-long protest. 
Though the room’s pastel-pink 
walls and black-and-white check-
ered floor provided a seemingly 
ill-fitted backdrop to the group’s 
more somber demonstration, this 
is not the first time the space has 
been used to protest a political is-
sue. 
In July 2017, a group of wom-
en organized a protest against an 
Ohio state senate bill that would 
restrict access to abortion proce-
dures, according to the Statehouse 
News Bureau. The protesters, in-
spired by Margaret Atwood’s 
Handmaid’s Tale, stood silently 
in the Rotunda, draped in scarlet 
robes. 
Whereas the 2017 demonstra-
tion used the impact of silence, 
Dunbar’s “play-in” used music’s 
emotionality to protest gun vio-
lence. 
Though gun regulation is often 
viewed as a partisan issue, Dun-
bar believes that Saturday’s dem-
onstration transcended partisan-
ship. 
“I think the biggest thing is that 
we’re not protesting for a specific 
measure of gun control,” Dunbar 
said. “We’re not playing this piece 
because we want bans on assault 
weapons. … We’re just saying that 
‘this is a problem that we see and 
let’s look for a solution,’ so we’re 
not coming at it from a partisan 
standpoint.”
The group performed the piece 
in its entirety 27 times — once for 
every mass shooting since Colum-
bine, with the last performance 
acting as a symbol for future vio-
lence. 
In between each iteration of 
“An American Elegy,” students 
read aloud dedications to each 
mass shooting, including the Feb. 
14 shooting at Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School in Parkland, 
Fla. 
According to Dunbar, “An 
American Elegy” was composed 
with the hope that the violence at 
Columbine High School would be 
the last of its kind in the United 
States. Though this hope has not 
been fulfilled, demonstrations 
like Dunbar’s still use Ticheli’s 
composition to promote an end to 
these events.  
PHOTO COURTESY OF LEAH DUNBAR
“An American Elegy” was performed once for each mass shooting since the shooting in Columbine.
BAILEY BLAKER
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
We’ve done 
improv perfor-
mances before, but this 
one is different in that 
it’s much more of a col-
lective feel.
Hannah Russ ’18
“
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As the Board of Trustees comes to campus this 
week, we encourage them to take the concerns 
of students seriously. We always ask this, but in 
the course of our reporting, we find it challeng-
ing to understand why the College is digging in-
convenient holes in the ground and replacing the 
library when we clearly have even more difficulty 
in negotiating how we treat each other. 
How can we barrel full-force into the future — 
advertising an innovative new library and state-
of-the-art research facilities to entice the best and 
brightest to invest their time and money here — 
without undoing the legacies of structural op-
pression that underpin this campus? There seems 
to be a pervading attitude that the College does 
not always need to change because students will 
just pass through on a four-year cycle, and so will 
their concerns. 
Students have real needs and recently they 
have expressed these needs at a level the three of 
us have not seen since we started here in 2014. 
Students are worried about the future of support 
systems like the Peer Counselors and the Sexual 
Misconduct Advisors because of recent moves to 
redefine the role these groups play on campus, for 
example. 
Given the current climate, it’s hard to under-
stand why we need a new library. Is it more than 
simply because we have the money to do so? The 
donor wanted a new library. In the long run, we 
are sure it will be a beautiful building that stu-
dents will use with pride. But is it really what the 
College needs in this moment?
In good faith, we understand that the trust-
ees want what they think will make the Kenyon 
community better. But we wonder if a question 
of perspective is in order. It is hard to understand 
the complexities of this community if you’re not 
here full-time, and it is easy to brush off students’ 
concerns about where this campus is going if you 
only jet in and jet out, or meet in San Francisco 
or New York. 
We wholeheartedly support Juliette Moffroid 
’18’s Dec. 7 op-ed that suggested the College 
adopt a student trustee with full voting power — 
who would raise these important issues in seri-
ous forums. We also hope that the trustees will 
take the time to know students outside of brief 
encounters, like lunches, organized by the Col-
lege. It should be the responsibility of the trustees 
to seek out the voices that they aren’t hearing.
STAFF EDITORIAL
Trustees must listen 
to student voices
The staff editorial was written this week by  editors-
in-chief Bailey Blaker ’18 and Gabrielle Healy ’18 and 
managing editor Lauren Eller ’18. You can contact 
them at blakerb@kenyon.edu, healyg@kenyon.edu and 
ellerl@kenyon.edu, respectively.
The opinions page is a space for members of 
the community to discuss issues relevant to the 
campus and the world at large. The opinions 
expressed on this page belong only to the 
writer. Columns and letters to the editors do 
not reflect the opinions of the Collegian staff. 
All members of the community are welcome to 
express opinions through a letter to the editor. 
The Kenyon Collegian reserves the right to 
edit all letters submitted for length and clarity. 
The Collegian cannot accept anonymous or 
pseudonymous letters. Letters must be signed 
by individuals, not organizations, and must 
be 200 words or fewer. Letters must also be 
received no later than the Tuesday prior to 
publication. The Kenyon Collegian prints as 
many letters as possible each week subject to 
space, interest and appropriateness. Members 
of the editorial board reserve the right to reject 
any submission. The views expressed in the 
paper do not necessarily reflect the views of 
Kenyon College.
It is necessary to confront racism head on
Recently the members of the Ke-
nyon community, myself included, 
have seen more attempts to achieve 
the necessary discussion about race. 
But at a school like Kenyon, a pre-
dominantly white and wealthy private 
liberal arts institution, we cannot af-
ford to be satisfied with just sparks. 
We cannot allow ourselves to fall into 
the default view, a default made pos-
sible only by privilege: “I do not see 
color.” 
The Kenyon College Dance & Dra-
matic Club performed Baltimore, a 
play written by Kirsten Greenidge, as 
a staged reading in the Bolton The-
ater on April 6 and 7 to replace The 
Good Samaritan for the club’s spring 
season. James Michael Playwright-
in-Residence and Professor of Drama 
Wendy MacLeod retracted The Good 
Samaritan after she was accused of 
promoting offensive, racialized ste-
reotypes in the play. 
I played one of the characters in the 
two night production. The relatively 
thin crowd on both nights was a tes-
tament to the fact that although many 
members of our Kenyon community 
agree that racism is bad, only a small 
fraction of that group is willing to put 
themselves in a position where they 
may have to confront the realities of 
race on our campus, let alone have a 
discussion about them. Still, on both 
evenings following the show, a brief 
discussion was held between the cast 
and the audience members who did 
not run out after the actors took their 
bows in another attempt to encourage 
conversation about race on campus. 
Thomas S. Turgeon Professor of 
Drama Jonathan Tazewell, the di-
rector of the production, facilitated 
the conversation both nights, lead-
ing with the questions: “What would 
a ‘post-racial’ Kenyon look like? And 
is that something 
we even want?” 
“Post-racial,” as 
described in the 
play, is the idea 
that we as a soci-
ety can progress 
beyond race; that 
race is no longer 
a factor in the way 
we live our lives. 
People who believe in the post-ra-
cial fantasy are the same people who 
try to jump-start progress by claim-
ing color blindness. It is tempting 
to say, “I don’t see color,” the way a 
white character in Greenidge’s play so 
adamantly repeats, when you do not 
have explicitly racist thoughts at the 
forefront of your mind. It is tempt-
ing to say “I don’t see color” when you 
treat your friends of color the same 
way you treat your white friends so 
it seems that racial bias is an obsta-
cle you’ve already overcome. But the 
truth about growing up in America is 
that no matter what skin tone you are, 
you grew up in a world that preaches 
racial inequality, one in which every 
day is laced with micro- and macro-
aggressions. 
 For Kenyon to be post-racial, 
it would have to erase every person 
of color’s experiences, invalidating 
our feelings and the way we perceive 
things. Race is a social construct cre-
ated to isolate people with arbitrary 
definitions and ever-blurring lines. 
There cannot be a post-racial Kenyon 
because the divi-
sions lie deeper than 
skin tone. 
Associate Profes-
sor of English Ivo-
nne García, who sat 
on stage with the 
cast members the 
first night, when we 
were all too stunned 
by the scope of the question, respond-
ed with, “I don’t want post-racial, but 
I do want post-racist.” While many 
of us would love to see a post-racist 
world, or at least a post-racist Kenyon, 
it is just another fantasy that seems 
too far in the distance to even be con-
sidered a possibility. It is impossible 
to end the violence directed toward 
people of color in any and all forms, 
until we are able to have discussions 
about race, until people allow them-
selves to be uncomfortable, until peo-
ple confront their own biases that are 
undeniably present. 
Elizabeth Iduma ’20 is a film ma-
jor from Silver Spring, Md. You can 
contact her at iduma1@kenyon.edu.
ELIZABETH IDUMA
COLUMNIST
HENRY UHRIK | COLLEGIAN
There cannot 
be a post-racial 
Kenyon because the 
divisions lie deeper than 
skin tone.
“
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Letter to the Editor: Being called 
out is uncomfortable but necessary
Dear Editors,
I am writing in response to Pro-
fessor Baumann’s April 12 letter. 
There are several things in his letter 
with which I disagree. Primarily, his 
claim that getting called racist is “the 
worst thing that can happen to most 
decent people” — as if getting shot 
by the police, or having your son or 
father or brother shot by the police, 
or serving 65 years in prison for a 
murder you didn’t commit, or get-
ting paid 62.1 percent of what you de-
serve, or knowing you are three times 
as likely to lose your baby due to el-
evated cortisol levels due to structural 
racism, or actually suffering that loss, 
isn’t. 
Professor Baumann writes that 
“liberal education means fighting 
with ideas that are sometimes dis-
agreeable and even offensive.” Ironi-
cally though, his behavior at the Feb. 
1 panel on The Good Samaritan did 
not match this thesis. “Hilarity” did 
not ensue, as he writes. Rather, mul-
tiple students and Professor García 
all expressed their disagreement with 
him calmly, clearly, and concisely, but 
instead of engaging in this discourse 
— discourse that Professor Baumann 
may have found “disagreeable” or 
“even offensive” — he left.
On one level, I agree with Profes-
sor Baumann. Part of why I came to 
college was to engage with difficult 
subject matter from multiple per-
spectives. However, people of color 
have been wrestling with the white 
perspective for 400 years, and should 
not have to fight to be taken seriously 
about subtextual racism. People of 
color should not have to fight to be 
taken seriously, period. Rather, white 
students and faculty must examine 
their own biases without defensive-
ness, and take steps to remedy the 
unequal power dynamics we inher-
ited in whatever way that we can. 
Sitting with your prejudice is not 
easy. Getting called out for saying or 
doing something offensive is uncom-
fortable, and often painful, but it is 
also a gift, and absolutely necessary 
if we are to move forward as a soci-
ety. As a political scientist, Professor 
Baumann should be interested in the 
political economy of our campus.
Getting called racist can be pain-
ful and disorienting, but it is not the 
worst thing that can happen to most 
decent people. Not by a long shot. By 
failing to account for the trauma that 
people of color encounter every day 
in this country, Professor Baumann 
excludes people of color from the 
ranks of “most decent people.”
I don’t think that Professor Bau-
mann is a racist, but I do think that 
he owes it to his students to risk 
engaging honestly with subjects 
that he may find off-putting, dif-
ficult, or frightening — namely 
systemic oppression, implicit 
bias, white fragility and privilege 
— without leaving the room.
Sincerely,
India Kotis ’20
CROSSWORD   Cameron Austin
ACROSS
1. Stage a coup
7. “Bah ______!”
13. Lacking standards
14. Harlem 
Globe-________
16. Marie Curie discovery
17. Bony cells
18. White, yellow or red 
vegetable
19. Success
20. Kenyon’s only co-ed 
Greek organization
27. Largest ethnic group 
in China
28. Smoked meat, with 
the central “be” elided
29. 1960s student protest 
org
32. Cut wood
34. Himalayan pink and 
kosher, as examples
35. Sorority with division 
housing in Hanna Hall
39. Basic font on Google 
Docs
40. Gun lobby
42. Peter, Paul and Mary
44. Maturity
46. Previous occupants of 
35-Across’ residency
51. Maroon and crimson
52. Jeered
55. Inked
60. Meal supplement 
shake brand
61. Responses to oil spills
62. What life does
63. Greatest
64. Princess Fiona, for 
instance
DOWN
1. Root vegetable popular 
in the Philippines
2. Yemen’s next-door 
neighbor
3. Lecterns
4. Before
5. Important pad at JFK 
Space Center
6. Nightmarish street
7. Rub elbows with the 
wealthy
8. GMT, alternatively
9. New York subway man-
ager
10. Plead
11. What professors would 
like to add to “ten”
12. Former name of the 
ATHENAS outreach pro-
gram
14. 1982 Disney movie; 
with a less creative name, 
perhaps, Escape from the 
Computer!
15. de la Plata and Grande
19. Teeth, for example
22. A villa in Seville
23. Angry
24. Confidence, to a 
Frenchman
25. Sheer skirts
26. Joyful response to 
proposal
29. Wife of Abraham
30. VII times LXXIX
31. Discipline, to some 
parents
33. Unseen by the foot-
ball team for over a sea-
son
36. 7-5-25-50, using the 
associated letters in this 
crossword
37. Bamboo, botanically
38. “The Gift of the ____”
39. Egyptian snake
43. Germinate
45. Festive cocktail
47. Member of campus 
social group, though not 
of 20-Across, 35-Across, 
46-Across or their ilk
48. Sums
49. Party pooper, so to 
speak
50. Harsh words
53. Central concept of 
the Symposium
54. Living rooms
55. Home of the Horned 
Frogs, in Fort Worth
56. Keyboard key, found 
on both lower left and 
right
57. setatS detinU eht ni 
muesum tra tsegraL
58. The way, in Chinese 
philosophy 
59. Added to “ax” or 
“tend,” this will yield 
some body parts 
60. Sense of self
CONTRIBUTOR
SOLUTIONS FROM LAST ISSUE
Congratulations to Nancy Badet for solving last edition’s puzzle! Did you finish this 
crossword? Be the first to email a photo of your finished crossword to collegian@
kenyon.edu for a chance to get a shoutout!
Letter to the Editor: 
Middle Path flowers
Dear Editor: 
Where are the f lowers of yesteryear? We had beau-
tiful gardens downtown on Middle Path filled with 
daffodils, tulips, lilies and many other f lowers. The 
trees held tiny white lights which were put up at 
Christmas and kept until graduation. Now we have 
plants that look like weeds in a barren space. This is 
an improvement?
And the beautiful and rare ginkgo trees on Ward 
Street which were yellow and arching over the road 
in the fall have been cut down. Those trees were 
trimmed every year by the electric company, but still 
they were lovely. Ginkgoes don’t grow in the wild 
anymore and were saved from extinction by Chinese 
gardeners. 
And while I’m complaining, the land around the 
Delts fraternity is littered with trash. Beer cans and 
bottles are dropped as the gentlemen “make their 
weaving way home.”
Sincerely,
Joyce Klein
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The Lords traveled to Indi-
ana over the weekend to face 
off against the DePauw Tigers. 
Although harsh weather de-
layed the games until Sunday, 
the change did not slow down 
Kenyon’s bats. 
Following a quiet first in-
ning, the Lords exploded with 
six runs in the second. After 
tripling to lead off the inning, 
Patrick O’Leary ’20 scored two 
batters later, Ryan Page ’21, 
singled. Singles from Matt von 
Roemer ’18 and O’Leary and a 
double from Matthew Contre-
ras ’19 drove in the next five 
runs. DePauw scored two runs 
in the bottom of the second, 
cutting the Lords’ lead to 6-2.  
However, in the top of the 
third, the Lords scored four 
more runs on a sacrifice fly 
from Mikey Arman ’18, a triple 
from von Roemer and a two-
run home run from Contreras. 
The two runs the Tigers scored 
in the bottom of the third 
would be the last they would 
score until the bottom of the 
ninth. 
The Lords’ offense did not 
slow down. They scored two in 
the fourth, one in the fifth, one 
in the eighth and three more in 
the top of the ninth. The Tigers 
responded by plating two more 
runs in the bottom of the ninth, 
but it was too little too late as 
the Tigers could not overcome 
the 12-run deficit and the game 
ended with a final score of 17-7. 
The 17 runs and 22 hits 
from Kenyon were both season 
highs. Contreras and Alex Gow 
’21 each collected four hits. 
Will Allen ’20 picked up the 
win for the Lords, going seven 
innings, striking out six, walk-
ing none and letting up only 
two earned runs.
In game two of the double-
header, Kenyon got on the 
board first, scoring one run 
on a double from Arman in 
the third. But DePauw came 
back and scored a combined 
five runs in the fourth and fifth 
innings to take the lead 5-1. 
Jesse Bogacz ’18 relieved Gow 
to put zeros on the board. Bo-
gacz delievered a strong outing 
by striking out nine over four-
and-two-thirds innings. The 
bats were quiet for both teams 
over the next two innings until 
the top of the eighth. 
To start the inning, Paul Si-
ciliano ’20 turned on a 3-2 pitch, 
and ripped a double down the 
right field line. Siciliano scored 
on a triple from Arman, and a 
double from Page scored Ar-
man. This cut the Tigers’ lead 
to just two runs. A few batters 
later, Page scored on a fielder’s 
choice. Then, in the same se-
quence, von Roemer scored the 
game-tying run on a throwing 
error, which erased the two-
run deficit a few batters later.
Joaquin Murrieta ’20 hit a 
sacrifice fly, which scored Con-
treras and proved to be the 
game-winning run. The Tigers 
threatened in the bottom of the 
ninth but the Lords were able to 
hold the lead and won 6-5. Af-
ter taking over for Gow in the 
fifth, Bogacz earned the win, 
striking out nine and not al-
lowing a run over the final four 
and two-thirds innings. “My 
job is to put up zeros and give 
our offense a chance to come 
back,” Bogacz said.
The Lords are 10-11 overall 
with a 4-3 record in conference. 
They sit in third place in the 
North Coast Athletic Confer-
ence (NCAC) behind first-place 
College of Wooster, No. 2 in the 
nation, and second-place Deni-
son University, a top-60 team 
in the nation.
Tuesday’s scheduled double-
header against Denison, Ke-
nyon’s first matchup against 
the Big Red in five years, was 
postponed due to weather. The 
Lords played Wednesday at 
Denison and will play Thurs-
day at McCloskey Field. 
Lords sweep DePauw with strong pitching and timely hitting 
MARY LIZ BRADY
STAFF WRITER
COURTESY OF KENYON ATHLETICS
Joaquin Murrieta ’20 eyes an incoming pitch. Kenyon swept DePauw in their doubleheader last week.
KENYON 17
DEPAUW 7
KENYON 6
DEPAUW 5
DENISON 5
KENYON 3
Ladies push for one of four 
spots in NCAC tournament 
The Ladies had a mixed week in their pur-
suit of a spot in the North Coast Athletic Con-
ference (NCAC) tournament, collecting a win 
against the Wittenberg University Tigers be-
fore dropping a match against Allegheny Uni-
versity. 
The Ladies’ 18-8 victory against the Tigers 
on Saturday was their ninth of the season and 
their third in conference play. The Ladies had 
a fast start when Avery Morgan ’20 scored the 
first of her four goals in the opening 25 sec-
onds of the game. Morgan was one of three 
Ladies to record hat tricks in the game. Cassie 
Hudson-Heck ’19 also scored four, completing 
her hat trick in the first half in only two min-
utes. While Charley Myers ’18 recorded her 
first career hat trick and finished with a total 
of three goals. The Ladies went on to score 11 
more goals in the first half to end up with 12-2 
advantage. 
The Ladies had a more sluggish start in the 
second half, as Wittenberg scored two goals in 
the first two minutes, but the Ladies recovered 
to score five consecutive goals and seal their 
victory. 
Tuesday’s game against Allegheny was 
challenging for the Ladies. The Gators defeat-
ed Kenyon 15-8 to leapfrog them in the stand-
ings. While the Ladies entered Tuesday’s game 
third in the conference with a 3-2 record, their 
loss to the Gators evened their NCAC record 
and dropped them to fifth and out of a tourna-
ment-qualifying spot. 
In the loss, Hudson-Heck matched her 
own impressive Saturday performance by 
scoring four more goals, tying a career high for 
the junior. However, her career-best goal total 
was not enough to slow down a red-hot Gators 
team. The Gators’ victory over the Ladies was 
their fourth win in their last five conference 
games. 
“The game at Allegheny was tough, but I 
know we will bounce back on our feet,” Alexis 
Redford Maung-Maung ’19 said following the 
game on Tuesday. “We’ve been working hard 
to fix our problems and I think that will be evi-
dent in our game on Saturday.”
With just two more games remaining in 
the regular season, the Ladies are on the out-
side looking in when it comes to the NCAC 
standings, as only the top four teams make 
the postseason cut. The Ladies will have to win 
both of their final two games against Ober-
lin College and DePauw University to con-
trol their postseason destiny. DePauw is just 
1-4, which ranks eighth in the standings, but 
Oberlin will be a much tougher matchup. The 
Yeowomen are 5-0, tied for the top spot in the 
conference.
If the Ladies do win out, they will almost 
certainly do so on the backs of their solid 
defense. The Ladies have had a very strong 
season on that end of the field, as they rank 
second-best in goals allowed per game in the 
NCAC with an average of 9.4. Ladies goalie 
Allie Dumas ’18 also ranks second in save per-
centage, stopping 47 percent of the shots that 
come her way.
The Ladies will look to extend their season 
on Saturday afternoon, when they will travel 
to Oberlin to take on the Yeowomen. 
Wittenberg throws no-hitter 
against Ladies over weekend
MARLI VOLPE
STAFF WRITER
The Ladies softball team endured 
a tough loss on Saturday as the Wit-
tenberg University Tigers swept them 
in a doubleheader. With the two loss-
es, the Ladies dropped to seventh in 
the North Coast Athletic Conference 
(NCAC) standings with their confer-
ence record of 2-6. 
Overall, the Ladies are 18-14, 
buoyed in part because of their 
strong play over their spring training 
trip to Florida in early March. If the 
NCAC standings were determined by 
overall record, the Ladies would ac-
tually fare much better, as their over-
all winning percentage of .563 ranks 
second among NCAC teams, second 
only to Denison University. 
The Ladies were unable to get go-
ing offensively in either game against 
the Wittenberg Tigers, a team that 
improved to 5-1 and jumped into sec-
ond in the NCAC with the Saturday 
sweep. The Ladies were no-hit in the 
first game, a game that was shortened 
to five innings because of NCAC 
score rules. 
While the Ladies’ lineup was sti-
f led by the Tigers’ pitching staff, the 
opposite was true for Wittenberg. Af-
ter holding the Ladies hitless in the 
top of the first inning, the Tigers 
scored 18 runs in the bottom of the 
inning to effectively seal the game 
fewer than six outs after it started. 
Twenty-two Tigers came to the plate 
in the inning in a rare display of of-
fensive dominance. 
The second game of the double-
header was not much better for the 
Ladies. 
After falling behind 1-0 after two 
innings, the Ladies struck back in the 
top of the third inning, scoring three 
runs, including two on a base hit by 
Emily Buckwalter ’21, to take their 
first lead of the day. 
The advantage was only tempo-
rary, as the Tigers scored eight runs 
as a response in the bottom of the 
inning to take a 9-3 lead. Just like 
the first game, the second game was 
shortened prematurely due to NCAC 
rules, but concluded with a 12-4 Ti-
gers victory.
The Ladies had a doubleheader 
scheduled for Wednesday afternoon 
at Hiram College, but the game was 
rescheduled due to weather. 
The Ladies will look to bounce 
back on Saturday afternoon, when 
they will host Ohio Wesleyan Univer-
sity for a doubleheader. The Battling 
Bishops will enter the contests with 
an NCAC record of 4-4, which ranks 
fourth in the conference standings. 
NOAH NASH
SPORTS EDITOR
WITTENBERG 19
KENYON 0
WITTENBERG 12
KENYON 4
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This week 
in 1981, Ke-
nyon’s rug-
by club, the 
Ruggers, de-
feated Bald-
win Wallace 
University 19-
0. The Rug-
gers rose to 
victory, lifted 
by the en-
couraging 
cheers from 
their parents. 
IN KENYON
SPORTS 
HISTORY
THIS WEEK
PETER DOLA
SPORTS EDITOR
KENYON 8
OBERLIN 1
CARNEGIE MELLON 7
KENYON 2
COURTESY OF KENYON ATHLETICS
Austin Diehl ’20 was named NCAC player of the week, going undefeated in four matches this week.
COURTESY OF KENYON ATHLETICS
Erika Oku ’21 hits a backhand shot against Oberlin College. Oku touts a 17-0 record in singles competition this spring season.
Ladies tennis poised for postseason success
Lords extend NCAC regular season win streak to 75 matches 
PETER DOLA
SPORTS EDITOR
KENYON 8
OBERLIN 1
CARNEGIE MELLON 5
KENYON 4
Ranked 16th in the country 
across Division-III colleges, 
Lords tennis improved to 15-4 
on the season this week, split-
ting two matches with a 8-1 
win against Oberlin College 
and a 4-5 loss to No. 9 Carnegie 
Mellon University. 
In the No. 1 doubles slot, 
Kenyon’s Weston Noall ’18 and 
Alex Rieger ’18 dismantled 
their opponents 8-2 to give the 
Lords their first point of the 
match. Austin Diehl ’20 and Ja-
cob Zalenski ’20 followed suit 
with an 8-3 victory over Ober-
lin’s paring of Manickam Man-
ickam and Michael Drougas. 
The Yeomen did manage to 
sneak in one point at the No. 3 
doubles slot with a hard fought 
9-8 win. 
Kenyon took over in singles 
competition, solidifying its win 
by sweeping its Oberlin coun-
terparts and winning all sin-
gles matches. 
Nicholas Paolucci ’19, Za-
lenski and Diehl gave Kenyon 
three points. Each collected 
two set wins and gave Kenyon 
the victory. Michael Liu ’18, 
Bryan Yoshino ’21 and Noall 
added insurance points for the 
Lords, as Kenyon ended the 
match with an 8-1 win. 
In their next match, the 
Lords found themselves down 
2-1 early after doubles com-
petition, Kenyon’s only point 
coming from the pairing of 
Diehl, Zalenski as they took 
down their opponents in a tight 
8-7 (7-5) match. 
The Lords did manage to 
knot up the score again after 
the first three singles matches. 
Despite Zalenski falling 6-2, 
6-0 in the first slot, Diehl and 
Paolucci each came up with big 
wins to tie up the overall score 
at 3-3.
With just two more points 
needed to win the match, the 
Lords and the Tartans swapped 
points again at the No. 4 and 5 
slots when Michael Liu fell to 
Carnegie Mellon’s Kailas Shek-
ar, but Noall earned the point 
back with a 7-6 (7-3), 6-2 win. 
With the score knotted up 
at four points apiece, the game 
came down to the No. 5 slot, 
Yoshino versus Carnegie Mel-
lon’s Robert Levin. After split-
ting the first two sets 6-3, 1-6, 
Yoshino fell just short of giv-
ing the Lords an upset over the 
ninth-ranked team in the na-
tion with his close 6-4 final set 
loss. 
The Lords have just one 
more regular season matchup 
against North Coast Athletic 
Conference (NCAC) opponent 
Allegheny College on April 22. 
After the win against Oberlin 
College, the Lords now tout an 
astounding 75-game win streak 
against NCAC opponents in 
the regular season. This streak 
has spaned the last 18 years. 
Including conference tourna-
ments, the Lords have been 
122-2 during that same span 
against NCAC opponents since 
April of 2000. 
“Our record speaks for itself 
and gives us confidence com-
ing in the tournament,” Max 
Smith ’18 said. “Yet the reason 
we have been able to win the 
NCAC for the past 11 years is 
that we do not rest on our lau-
rels and challenge ourselves 
to improve each year. We will 
continue to respect our oppo-
nents to avoid any mishaps and 
bring back the cup.”
This impressive record 
should give the Lords confi-
dence for the NCAC tourna-
ment that will take place be-
tween April 27 and 29. 
Kenyon women’s tennis continued its 
strong season this week with an 8-1 win 
over North Coast Athletic Conference 
(NCAC) opponent Oberlin College, a 7-2 
loss against No. 7 Carnegie Mellon Uni-
versity and a 9-0 win against the College 
of Wooster. 
The Yeowomen came to Gambier 
touting a record of 11-7 and looking to 
upset the Ladies, who were ranked No. 23 
due largely to their 15-1 record. But the 
Ladies had none of it as the No. 2 doubles 
team of Maggie Sweeney ’19 and Grace 
Winslow ’18 notched the Ladies’ first vic-
tory of the day with an 8-3 win. Oberlin 
quickly responded with an 8-4 win at the 
No. 3 doubles slot. Diana Aboubakare ’18 
and Erika Oku ’21 gave the Ladies a one-
match lead going into singles play with 
an 8-3 win. 
In singles play the Ladies were un-
stoppable, sweeping the Yeowomen with 
six straight wins. Oku started off the win 
streak with a two-set, 6-0, 6-0 victory 
over Mayada Audeh. Ilana Blackwood 
’21 added another point with a 6-4, 6-3 
win. Aboubakare solidified the win for 
the Ladies with a 7-4, 7-5 two-set win. 
Sweeney, Winslow and Annie Reiner ’19 
each added a win for the Ladies. 
In their toughest matchup of the year, 
the Ladies then traveled to Monroeville, 
Pa. to take on No. 9 Carnegie Mellon, 
who handed the Ladies their second loss 
of the season. 
Unlike most matches this year, the 
Ladies went into singles play down 2-1. 
Aboubakare and Oku were the only pair-
ing to eke out a 8-5 win. 
Singles competition was more of the 
same for the Ladies as they again man-
aged only a single win. This win came 
from Oku, who managed to defeat the 
No. 31 individually ranked Vinaya Rao 
2-6, 6-2, 7-6 (12-10). 
Kenyon then took on Wooster late 
Wednesday night and defeated its NCAC 
foe 9 to 0. After going undefeated in 
doubles competition, Oku and Swee-
ney solidified the win for Kenyon, each 
with two-set wins. Blackwood, Winslow, 
Reiner and Kayla Pukys ’21 also notched 
points for the Ladies. 
The Ladies have one match left in one 
of their most impressive seasons to date 
before the NCAC championship. They 
will face Allegheny College on April 22. 
KENYON 9
WOOSTER 0
